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Dear Sir: 

It is respectfully requested that the references listed on the enclosed form be made of 
record and considered with respect to the above-referenced U.S. patent application. The 
references were cited in an Office Action issued in connection with applicant's corresponding 
Japanese application. A copy of the Japanese Office Action and each non-US patent or patent 
application reference are enclosed. One of the references cited in this Office Action 
(WO 96/31980) was previously cited in applicant's Information Disclosure Statement filed on 
December 2 1 , 2004 and, as such, is not submitted herewith. Submission of the present 
Information Disclosure Statement should not be taken as an admission that the cited references 
are legally available prior art or that the same are pertinent or material. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) (1), undersigned counsel hereby certifies that 
items BA-BE of information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement 
was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application to the above-referenced patent application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of said statement. 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 (e) (2), undersigned counsel hereby certifies that 
items AA-AD of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement by applicant 
were not cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application to the above-referenced patent application, and, to the knowledge of undersigned 
counsel, after making reasonable inquiry, no such item of information was known to any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of said 
statement. 

In the event that any fee is due in connection with the present Information Disclosure 
Statement, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the same to our Deposit Account 
No. 12-1095. 

Dated: February 28, 2007 Respectfully submitted, 

Andrew T. Zidel 
Registration No.: 45,256 
LERNER, DAVID, LITTENBERG, 
KRUMHOLZ & MENTLIK, LLP 
600 South Avenue West 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
(908) 654-5000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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to the Cite No. are not supplied (under 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2)(iii)) because that application was filed after June 30, 2003 or is available in the IFW. 1 Applicant's 
unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued 
the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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